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to the noble Duke* who now fills the post of Lord Chamberlain; his natural candour and love of justice would not, I know, permit him to exercise any power, but with the strictest regard to the rules of justice and humanity. "Were we sure his successors in that high office would always be persons of such distinguished merit, even the power established by this Bill could give no further alarm, than lest it should be made a precedent for introducing other new powers of the same nature. This, indeed, is an alarm which cannot be avoided, which cannot be prevented, by any hope, by any consideration; it is an alarm, which, I think, every man must take, who has a due regard to the constitution and liberties of his country.
I shall admit, my Lords, that the stage ought not, upon any occasion, to meddle with politics; and for this very reason, among the rest, I am against the Bill now before us. This Bill will be so far from preventing the stage's meddling with politics, that, I fear, it will be the occasion of its meddling with nothing else; but then it will be a political stage ex parte. It will be made subservient to the politics and the schemes of the Court only; the licentiousness of the stage will be encouraged, instead of being restrained, but, like Court-journalists, it will be licentious only against the patrons of liberty and the protectors of the people: whatever man, whatever party, opposes the Court in any of their most destructive schemes, will, upon the stage, be represented in the most ridiculous light the hirelings of a Court can contrive. True patriotism and love of public good
* Charles Fitzroy second Duke of Grafton, born 1688, and Lord Chamberlain since 1727.